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The Holy Scrlp re said about the Son and is: relation to the Father that He is 48 o
.. the brightness of His glory and the express image of His pe and upholdimg s
all things by the word of HIS power." (Heb 1:3 NKJV) However, for our salvatio i

Glory, and took a form of a servant, but was glorified by the heavens "a voice came gl

from heaven, saying, "I have both glorified it and will glorify it again." (Jn. 12:28 NKJ} / f
He also emptied Himself from any defense before Pontius Pilate "so that Pilate ‘
marveled." (Mk. 15:5 NKJV) "He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as

a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth." (Isa. 53:7 NKJV)
Yet the heavens declared His righteousness: when the sun was darkened, when the earth quaked
Thus, the thief confessed, and the centurion believed. Before men, He emptied Himself from
exultation: "Therefore when Jesus perceived that they were about to come and take Him by force to
make Him king, He departed again to the mountain by Himself alone." (Jn. 6:15 NKJV). He washed
the feet of His disciples and taught them saying: "...whoever desires to become great among you, let
him be your servant." (Mt. 20:26 NKJV) He also emptied Himself from rest. He was wearied from the
journey and sat by the well to save the Samaritan woman (cf. Jn. 4). "For our sake, He preferred
suffering over joy, toil over rest, contempt over glory, and the Cross over the throne which 1s carried
by the cherubim." (from the Fractions' prayers of the Liturgy). Before God, He emptied Himself from
human desire and submitted to the Divine will saying: “Father, if it 1s Your will, take this cup away
from Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done.” (Lk. 22:42 NKJV) and "being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the
death of the cross.” (Phil. 2:8 NKJV) For Christ, “emptying Himself” was a marvelous condescension,
and of His Divine economy for our salvation. However, for us, emptying the self 1s a spiritual labor to
purify the self from vainglory and disobedience, and to humble ourselves and spend the self for the
Love of God and our neighbors in the firm hope of eternal salvation. Fr. Youssef Chehata

Sayings of the Fathers

* A wonder is Thy Mother. The Lord entered her and became a servant. The Word
entered her and became silent within her; thunder entered her, and His voice was stll: the
Shepherd of all entered her: He became a Lamb in her, and came forth bleating. Fve and
Adam, through sin, introduced death mto the created world. The Lord of creation gave us,
by His Only-begotten through Mary, new life again. By means of the serpent, the evil one
poured out his poison 1 the ear of Eve. The Good One brought low His mercy and
entered through Mary’s ear: through the gate by which death entered, Life also entered,
putting death to death. 1 Samnt Ephraim the Syrian
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