ST ANTHONY COPTIC ORTHODGX C
“But Mary kept all these things and pondered thtum in lie
Luke 2:19 -

3 THE MOTHER OF JOY

The virgin is called the mother of joy. It is through her that joy entered in the werld;for
instead of Eve's disobedience, the holy Virgin St. Mary submitted to the will of God. .During ‘
her life she imparted joy wherever she went. But what made herself to rejoice in order to g/
impart joy on others. First, she herself rejoiced in submitting to-Ged's will and obeying His. == -
word. This was manifest in her reply to the Angel: “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let 32
it be to me according to your word.” (Luke 1:38). Second, she rejoiced in serving and giving
to others; for when she knew about the pregnancy of Elizabeth she “arose in those days and
went into the hill country with haste, to a city of Judah, and entered the house of Zacharias
and greeted Elizabeth.”(Luke 1:39, 40). Also in the wedding of Cana of Galilee:”..The g

mother of Jesus was there" (John 2:1); and she made a request on their behalf when they ran z

*

out of wine. Third, she rejoiced in a life of prayers and praise to God and expressed this in :
her Magnificat and said: "My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God my N
Savior." (Lukel:46-47). We therefore learn from the Virgin that the spiritual person full with fes

joy is the one that submits to the word of God for indeed ".. His commandments are not
burdensome.”(I John 5:3). He is the one who rejoices in serving others for indeed: “..You
must support the weak. And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more
blessed to give than to receive." (Acts 20:35). And also the Lord Himself said: "For even the
Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for
many."(Mark 10:45). And last he is the one who rejoices in prayers and praising God in
sharing with the angels and heavenly hosts. Without those three virtues that we learned from
our mother The Virgin, there will be no real joy for our souls. May her intercession be with
us all. Amen Fr. Youssef Chehata

n Did you know!? Y
T Each saint in the Church has one feast, usually commemorating departure or martyrdom. Some saints « mig
» have an additional feast marking the finding of relics, a certain miracle to which that saint is given i
»  credit or the consecration of a church in his or her name. The Virgin Saint Mary, on the other hand,
" has many feasts:

« 1) 7 Misra (August 13th) Annunciation of the birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Joachim.

n 2) 1 Bashans (May 9th) the birth of St. Mary.

« 3) 3 Kiahk (December 13) the Entry of the most Holy Theotokos into the temple at Jerusalem.
" 4) 24 Bashans (June 1) the arrival of the Holy Family in Egypt.

« 5) 21 Tubah (January 29th) the falling asleep of our Lady, the Theotokos, St. Mary.

» 6) 16 Misra (Augusty22) Commemoration of the Assumption of the Theotokos.

u 7) 21 Baounah (June 28th) Dedication of the first Church for the All-Holy and Blessed Virgin Mary.in «
" the city of Ephesus.

« 8) 24 Baramhat (April 2) the apparition of the Theotokos in Zeitoun.

» Q) 21st of each Coptic Month - Commemoration of the Theotokos's departed to the Lord in 21 Tubah.
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