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THE PALACE AND THE MANGER

In the narrative of Jesus's birth, Herod’s palace represents the world, and the manger represents the church, the
little flock that is not of this world (John 15:19). The Palace is the deception and lies, because Herod, lead by
the prince of this world, sought to kill the Child Jesus, and to do so, he lied to the wise men and said, “...that |
may come and worship Him also” (Matt 2:8). However, the Manger which is the church is the place of truth
because Christ is the Truth. A prophecy about Him said, “Truth shall spring out of the earth” (Psalm 85:11). And
St. Jerome explained this saying, “He sprung from the earth means that he was incarnate from the Virgin Mary.”
Therefore our Lord Jesus instructed us, “Let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,” and your ‘No,” ‘No.” For whatever is more than
these is from the evil one” (Matt 5:37). The Palace is a place of adultery and murder because Herod killed
some of his children and one of his wives! However, the Manger is the place of holiness, as Christ was born of
the pure virgin. The Palace is a place of vain knowledge that puffs up (1 Cor 8:1) and does not lead to salvation
for they searched where the Christ was to be born (Matt 2:4), but they did not go to Him in order to be saved. On
the other hand, the Manger is the joyful meeting with the Savior whereby the wise men and the shepherds
responded to God’s message to them, and they rose and went to see what God had told them about (Luke 2:15).
So, my beloved brother, do you only hear about Christ, or do you meet with Him in your room, in your bible, in
your thoughts, and in your heart? The Palace is a troubled place. “When Herod the king heard this, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him” (Matthew 2:3). However, the manger is a place of peace in which the
shepherds announced the words of the angels, “And on earth peace” (Luke 2:14). For this reason, the Lord
granted us peace saying, “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you.
Let not your heart be troubled” (John 14:27). Christ’s message to those who are perishing is “the aroma of death
leading to death, and to the other the aroma of life leading to life” (2 Cor 2:15-16). In His second coming, “[they]
said to the mountains and rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the
wrath of the Lamb!”" (Rev 6:16). For “There is no peace, says the Lord, for the wicked” (Is 48:22). The way to
the Palace represents loss in the world, where the star disappeared, and they lost the way to the Lord, just like
an individual who is distracted by the world and lost sight of the eternal goal. “For to be carnally minded is death,
but to be spiritually minded is life and peace” (Romans 8:6). So when the wise men left the palace, putting in
their hearts to go to Bethlehem, which means the house of bread, "...For the bread of God is He who comes down
from heaven and gives life to the world” (John 6:33); they found once more the “path” to Christ through the
guidance of the star which symbolizes the Holy Spirit Who guides us to the truth (John 16:13). Therefore, my
friend, every time we give our back to the world and put in our hearts to go to the manger, once more we will find
that star which was hidden, and rejoice with the wise men with “exceedingly great joy” (Matt 2:10). Finally, the
Palace is the earthly treasure “where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal” (Matt 6:19).
However, the Manger is the heavenly treasure because “when they had opened their treasures, they presented
gifts to Him” (Matt 2:11). So, my beloved, if you wish to lay for yourse heavenly treasures, offe
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